HYDERABAD
features.thehansmdiaf@gmail.com

GRIT
GLOR

The inspirational story of Padmashri
awardee Chintakindi Mallesham is all set
to come alive on the celluloid soon.
Directed by debutant filmmaker Raj R, the
movie will recount Mallesham’s journey, a
school dropout who went on to become
an innovator at the age of 26 with his
Ingenigus creation, the Asu Machine

A TALE OF

(he made the first model in 1999)
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n thie geagon of biopics, where
movies are being made onpr omd-
nent peoplefromallfieldscomes
"Mallesham’, which ¥ based on
the life of Padma Shri awardee
Chint aldndi Mallesham, The inspiring
taleota Class V1 drop out, whowenton
to become an mnovator, and motEa-
tional speaker, ¥ helmed by debutant
director Raj B, wholivesin the U5 and
heshuttled between thetwo countries
tomalzethefilm, Actor Priyadarshi Pu-
likonda ¥ essayingthe role of Mallesham
and anchor-turned- actor Jhansile don-
ningthe role of Mallesham’s mother,

Mallesharn, whowas born in a weav-
er’s fardly had to drop out from the
school to takie care of the famdly craft;
he would help his mother weave
Pochampally [kdoat sarees, Maldng one
faree takes a lot of time and intense
labour. Seeing ks mother strugde to
malzeth e magram’ the foremost weave
to makethe saree, Mallesham decded
tomaleamachineto eage her mothers
wrorls, However, with no kmowledse about
engimesringand no money, #wasaher-
culean task for him to actually make
the machine, Wikh strong deterioin ation
to help his mother, Mallesham moved
to Hyderabad and he used tostay i a
one-roomhouge and do odd jobstosup-
port himseelf and hie dream. T uged to
lrein Ramnagar and work as an elec-
tricin, auto driver, ete, duringthe day
time and used to do research to male
the machinefromthe evening [would
fet spare parts to study each one, its
their functioningand after seven years
of hard worls, I was able to make the
Asu Machine, which [ named after my
mother Laxnd”

The machine revolutionised the pro-
duction of Pochampally [kat weavesand
helped alot of artésans. For hisendeavy-
ours, Mallesham received many ac-
colades and awards from the llkes o
of former presidents APT Abdul 7
Ealam and Pratibha Patdl, “After
maldng the machine, I became |
mote responsgible, Till now, we
made three changes to the Am
machine - i was electronde and
now it i coming wih a mdero-
controller Inthelatest machine, |
we have attached a computer |
toit. From a bagic machine to
a superadvanced apparatus, we
have come a long wap. [ made this
machinefor my mother, and everybody
elge from the community bensfitted
from Asu machine,but iy mother rarely
uced i (laughse)”

Mowe, 46 years old Mallesham hastwo
daughters, "My el dest daughter isin the
final year of textile engineeringin Taril
Madu and the younger one wil finicsh
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intermediate this year and she aspires
to join MIFT. I have entolled them in
thesecoursessothattheycouldbeclose
to our art and they will aleo help in re-
viving this dying art form,;” Mallesh
shares,
About the biopk, Mallesharm says,
“Well, I am ecstatic about the 8l m, We
always hear that a movie hasbeen made
on famous people, however, maldng a
fili ona cormon man ke meds really
apiece ofhappy news”
Director Raj, who was inspired by
I all esham’s story after watchinghim
speals on Ted Tallzs, decided that the
storyhas to betold to people and he
started worldngontheproject. "I was
ok . =0inspired by Mallesham's Ted talk
that # constantly revolved in my
mind. A &th-frade dropout, immd-
gFratingto the ey, worldng on odd
jobs lize drving an autorkleshas,
could create an engineer-
ing marvel that helped
his mother and commu-
nity. I thought that this
icsuch apowerful story
that could inspire the
youth oftodag justlike
& inspired me,” Raj re-
] calls
AL first, T wanted to
donate a couple of ASTT ma-
chines, and<aol got intouch with Malle-
sham faru's mentor, Ganesham sir.
Erigadier Ganesham mins an organisa-
tion called "Palle Hrmijana’, which helps
to find rural innovators and mentor
thern, Through Brigadier Ganesham, [
ot in touch with Mallesham fan”
Rajsfilmwill coverl2ypears of Malle-
sham Iife, between thelatel1 9380 and
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the1990s “Raj contacted me about 2-3
years ago and he cent hi crew to study
me and thenthey asked mystoresfrom
childhoodtill now, they met all thepeo-
plewhom I know, Andthey madeastory
out & Mallesham shares,

About the research that went into
maldngthe biopic Raj nforme, R esearch
went on for almost six months s0 we
coldlearn thedldaat a vk, s Intricacies,
artkeans, their language, their culture
ete.. Then we also researched tounder-
stand the ASU process and
study thetechnical aspects
ofthe machine, thevar-
iusstages hebuilt the
rnachine, ete®

Cn  Priyadarshi,
who e known for his
comic  roles  and
chooging him for a

‘ An important thing
| learnt from

Mallesham garu’s
story isge be humble
even al &r achieving

a lot. Apart from

Mallesham's
persistence, | also
admire his humility

~ Director Raj
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bene from

serious role Baj says, "The chokce was
based on short flms that Pripadarshd
acted in, [ was lookdng for someone,
who hasg a strong theatre background,
and who can pull off thie role I was
awarethat this decikedon could bacldire
a%£ the audience might not accept a co-
mediandoingalead role [ took the sk
and I thinl: # worlzed out really well

Mallesham says, "Priyadarshilearnt
a few trickee andtrades of Pocharmpally
Ikkzat and he observed mevery carefull y.
Cnee he cameto my homein Aler and
spent awhole day with me, Priyadarshi
aglzed meto do gy worls as on any regalar
dap and he observed me through out.
And I must g3y that he carrded out the
role very well, When I watched hiir on
thesets, I sawthat hewas totallp invalved
in the character”

Fenowned artkst Laxman Aelayhan-
dled the production degign toshowease
thepastoral side of Malgonda with au-
thenticky, popular writer from Telan-
fana Peddinti Ashol: Kimarhaspenned
dialofies forthe movie.

“Afew ofthe cast were from our crew
(production designer, Laxman Aelay,
dialogue writer, Peddinti Ashol;, pro-
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weavewat helped several
ns. For his endeav-
ours, Mallesham received many
accolades and awards from the
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Asu machine, but
my mother rarely
used it (laughs)

- Chintakindi
Mallesham

duction manager, Kiran) and the lead
actrese and afew other characterswere
cast by Mahesh Gangimalla, who s re-
sponsible for casting and also traiming
them¥f necessary” Rajshares,

Recallinga memorable moment from
the sets, he relates, "Villagers used to
comeand complain about our art team
taldng some of their utensils and not
returning them. And thepwould some-
titnes reacttothescenes and spealzand
sowe had to redo the scenes, but & was
all fun

It took 48 days to shoot "Mallesham®
and & wasshotin £yne gound in thelin-
teriors of Aler and the directorish oping
to releagethe flm in April.

I was lucky to find a dream team.
Eminent people like Laxman Aelay,
whohas designedthe Telangana State
logo, Ped dinti Ashol: Kumar, who has
written more than 200 short stories,
Mahesh, a reputed acting coach, Balu
and othersfrom FTII and reputed in-
stitutes lived with me in a vllage
for more than siz months, They

slept on the floors with me, ate
simple food that was provided
without any comforts, just be-
cauge of ashared pasgion totell
this story. It was a very happy
andsatiefyingjourney and Iwill
cherish & forever”"Animportant
thing I learnt from Mallesham
Faru's story & to be humble even
after achieving a lot. Apart from hie
perskstence, I also
Sy admdire his
' ”“”” humiliy,”
director Raj

shates,




